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PCB Inspection: Brooklyn International High School
49 Flatbush Avenue Extension
Brooklyn, New York 11201

James S. Haklar, Ph.D.
Environmental Engineer, Toxics Sec
Pesticides & Toxic Substances Branch

Susan Schulz, Chief
Toxics Section

On August 15, 2013, a Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) polychlorinated biphenyl
(PCB) inspection was performed at the above-referenced location. The purpose of the
inspection was to observe the removal and disposal of PCB ballasts and associated
fluorescent light fixtures by Empire Control Abatement, Inc. (Empire). The United
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) began the inspection by holding an
opening conference with representatives from the New York City School Construction
Authority (SCA), TDX Construction Corporation (the general contractor), Taylor
Environmental Group (a consultant to the SCA), and Empire. During the opening
conference EPA presented credentials and issued a Notice of Inspection (see Attachment

D).
Background

The Brooklyn International High School is located in an eight-story former industrial
building built in 1921. The student population is approximately 1,318. Several HVAC
systems are present including a split direct-expansion system, a pneumatic system, and
window air conditioning units. Heat is provided through the use of radiators.

The facility is one of approximately 105 schools in which the SCA (during the summer of
2013) is performing school-wide replacement of existing PCB fluorescent light ballasts
and fixtures. At each school, an SCA industrial hygienist, along with an independent
consultant, oversee the lighting replacement activities.

Inspection Details

At the time of the inspection approximately 85 percent of the lighting replacements had
been completed, with the remaining work on the fourth floor and in the basement. Tally
sheets (see Attachment 2) show 1,637 non-leaking ballasts, 212 leaking ballasts (all
ballasts are assumed to contain PCBs), and 116 stained fixtures.



: .

EPA inspected the PCB waste storage area. The poly-lined, contained area was secured
and isolated from the other work areas. The exterior was marked with a PCB mark that

~ was not compliant with the regulations at 40 CFR 761 .45 (it did not have the required
striping). At the recommendation of EPA, a compliant PCB mark was placed on the
exterior of the storage area.

All waste was to be disposed of in accordance with Empire’s PCB/Waste Management
Plan (see Attachment 3). While the PCB/Waste Management Plan includes a
contingency for disposal of asbestos-containing material (ACM), no ACM had been
encountered.

EPA also observed the completed recessed lighting replacements on the first floor as well
as the preparatory work to replace the pendant lighting on the fourth floor.

Conclusion

EPA concluded the inspection with a discussion of the Agency’s observations and
completed a Receipt for Samples and Documents (see Attachment 4).

Attachment

1. Notice of Inspection

2. Tally Sheets

3. PCB/Waste Management Plan

4. Receipt for Samples and Documents
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Notice of Inspection
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Washington, D.C. 20460 OMB No. 2070-0007
SEPA Toxic Substances Control Act -
NOTICE OF INSPECTION
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Under the authority of Section 11 of the Toxic Substances Control Act:
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ATTACHMENT 2

Tally Sheets
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ATTACHMENT 3 -

PCB/Waste Management Plan




PCB/Waste Management Plan

Empire Control Abatemenr:.

Water’'s Edge H.S.(K805) D015018 Pl ow
Table 1 A
A X Disposal Disposal Facility | Waste
Description | Handling/Packaging | Waste Container Method Transporter
Wrap fodure, deanup waste,
PCB impacted PPE, and debris in
2 TSCA and ACM
ﬂmw %meM? Sealed rofl onroll off style penmnitied landfill Themicaj Wasie Mgmnt Tri-State Transfer
Wiste: andlBebrial material o the PCEIACM g bl {(Must also 35 954 Alabama Hy 17 119G Randaff Ave
Assuraed PCB and | wast 7 : comply with Emelie, AL 35456 Brony, WY 16474
umed e accumulation area or fion 02081)
ACM (Asb. >1%) directly into the designated
waste container.
Wrap fixture, cleanup waste,
PCB impacted PPE, and debris in
Fixtures without transparent 6 mil poly. Place TSCA . 1 - - ol YA
f permitted Chemical Weste Momsit Tri-Siate Transier
ACH Wires, Clean- |  the wiapped and marked Sealed roll oVroll off style | (46 CFR761.75) | 35 964 Atsbama My 7 | 7198 Randat Ave
MpiYastey i prsiaE iRyt Eotiamer, " landfl Emefie. AL 35455 Bronx, NY 10374
Debris. accumulation direa or directly 2 S =7 'd
Assumed PCB inlo the designated waste
container.

Non-impacted Non-impacted fixiures with Tr-Slaw Transier
Fixtures {No PCB ACM wire will be wrapped in 1168 Randali Ave
leak or staln) with 6 mil poly, then affix the Sealed roll onvroll off style Disposal at an AMinerva Erterprise Bronx, NY 16474

ACM Wires appropriate ACM fabels. The tai ACM pemnitted SO0 Minerva Bd SE or
Uniess licensed wrapped and tabeled waste "3 tandfifl. Wayneshurg., OH 44588 | Empire Conted Abale
inspector deems shall be placed into the 1432 1237 &t
asb. free, ACM _designated ACM container. Coliege P2 NY 11558
Tri-Siate Transier
: 7188 Randail Ave
) mﬂonm-imma Recydle or Mnerva Entesprise Bronx, NY 10473
leak or stain) Recydle or C&D waste. Roll onfroll off style container. permitted C&D 600 Minsna Rd 5E or
without ACM Wires waste landfill. Wayvneshurp. OH 44688 | Empire Conirol Abaie
14-32 1237 5t
Cofiege Pr, NY 11356
New 1A2/Y1.8/200 55-gai
stee! drum marked with:
= . Al i e
intact non-impacied m , and waste

and Non-PCB Recycling at a - B g K

St Al | PdmBacrTossim | descipten MOV | (S o | veosecrvromenc e | Tr3e T
- ballasts, regardiess LT, 7 facility. ¥ Bridgewsler, MA eyt AR

of whether of not placed into the designated PGB Ballasts for Brons, BY 10474

labeled “No-PCE” ‘intact Ballasis™ drum Recycling.” The total drum

% contents weight in kg will be

entered on the manifest at
pickup.
All jeaking bafiasts,
of whether labeled
PCB, will be placed in a new
; 1AZ601.8/200 55-gal steel Chemical Waste Mgmnt
Leaking PCB When leaking ballasts are drum marked with: B Hiogsf City, NY 14167 e B A
Ballasts or Ballasts | 'coved from the fidure, Accumulation Start Date, TSCA penmitted Trons-shigpad o Ik State Transier
baflasts are placed into the Drum ID #, and wasto {40 CFR 761.70) b g 1168 Randall Ave
with possible PCB A Veolia Enviromaent Sve ey
L 1 “LEAKING PCB Ballast® - “LEAKING incinerator. 7655 Hovy 73 Bronx, NY 15374
designated drum. . PCB Ballasts for F’“’i}’{fdf T 77742
incineration.” The total ISR, oA rare
weight in kg drum contents
weight in kg will be entered

on the manifest at pickup.
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'Z/iWaste Management Plan

Empire Control Abatement, Ingc.
zter’s Edge H.S.(K805) D015018 B e RGOS
o x Disposal Disposal Facil Waste
Description | Handling/Packaging| Waste Container Method ity Transporter
service it will have no other
i markings except the UNTCT
Intact fluorescent lamps are information and the rafrg
placed into crush rated fiber | and manufacturer of theboe, ., SRRV 114
intact Fluorescant drums and/or boxes for The following information v~~~ YeRal WaSIe | L e roment Sve ;gi:r;;?ﬁ:
Lamps shipping of fiuorescent be on the fiber drum: Recycling ¥ Bricigewvater, MA é@m‘ﬁyf%,g
lamps. Accumuiation Start Date, A Gid
Drum ID #, and waste
description — “Universal
Waste - INTACT
Fluorescent iamps for
; : WWW
gmwwm waste wil be placed inanew
R sty steel 55gal DOTAUN
APy Oeet ""’spg 1A2IY1.8/200. Proper EP#  HazardousWaste |, . . . . | FState Transter
Broken Lamps eI T i e and DOTlabelswitbe |  Retort Voo et e | 7199 Randan Ave
‘ n-up kit Debris immediately placed onthe | EIGERIES, A% Beonx, NY 10474
e | o s |
a
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Receipt for Samples and Documents
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administration and enforcement of the Toxic Substances Control Act.
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